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We cant wait to see pictures of your Animals in their Halloween Costumes
and we will put them on our Facebook Page!

Best dressed pet gets a prize!

Medication and Prescription Changes

There is a new standard in the industry for direct prescriptions. A number of
investigations have shown either inconsistencies with online pharmacies, or even tainted
medications and knock offs sold instead of approved products. We have partnered with
Vets First Choice, who manages and runs our online pharmacy to ensure reliability and
quality. If you would like to shop elsewhere online for your pets medication we are happy
to provide a written script for your pickup. 

Recent changes to federal laws have made getting medication for our pets and horses a
little less direct. You can always pick up your medication directly from us, but now there
are some changes as to how you can order it, and what forms we are allowed to
dispense directly to you.

http://www.jackpotequineaz.com/
https://jackpotvet.vetsfirstchoice.com/
http://www.jackpotvet.com


FDA approved medications have always been our standard, but now, they are our
mandate. This mostly affects compounded products, such as fluconazole and pergolide.
We still have FDA approved versions of these medications available for sale directly, but
if you elect to have your pet on a compounded version, you will need to order that
directly. You can visit our pharmacy here for prices and rapid ordering. You can also
access it from our website.

Have you visited our website yet? There are a number of fun images,
information on our staff as well as valuable information written directly by our

doctors
(under “More” and “Client Education”).

If you have a moment take a peek and read all about us!

Schedule your Fall vaccines

Horses have a variety of viral exposure risks that we can routinely vaccinate
for. Horse’s immunity and titer testing levels have not been well documented to

extend beyond the labeled vaccine recommendations.
Other mammals (dogs/cats etc) generally will have higher titer levels, but

horses do not always maintain these levels. 

Our annual “Combo” vaccine has good efficacy for duration for a full 12 months;
however, because of the increased risk for West Nile here in Southern Arizona,

our doctors recommend West Nile booster in the fall as well as the combo
vaccine in the spring.

Flu and Rhino (Equine Herpes Virus 1 and 4) are common respiratory pathogens
in Arizona. These vaccines are recommended every 6 months ESPECIALLY in

horses living in higher trafficked areas, or who travel.

Rabies is not only recommended by our doctors, but by the American
Association of Equine Practitioners (AAEP). Rabies prevalence is generally
tracked by the amount of wildlife cases reported, and the CDC and Wildlife

tracking sites indicate higher levels in Southern Arizona as compared to other
parts of the country.

Equine Vaccine Recommendations:
Spring Vaccines: $135 per horse **If Rabies is included**
·     Vaccine Exam: $30
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·     Vetera Combo Vaccine: Eastern & Western Encephalitis Viruses, West Nile, and
Tetanus $45
·     Vetera Flu & Rhino: Equine Herpes Virus 1 and 4 $35
·     Rabies (Annually Spring or Fall) $25

Fall Vaccines: $100 per horse **If Rabies is NOT included**
·     Vaccine Exam $30
·     West Nile ONLY: $35
·     Vetera Flu & Rhino: Equine Herpes Virus 1 and 4: $25

Emergency Equine Supplies: Basic Horse First Aid
Karla Lombana, DVM

Horses are notoriously prone to injury. Equine emergencies range widely in their severity, so having a
good understanding of your individual horse’s normal behavior and normal vital signs is important.
Having a good relationship with your veterinarian is absolutely critical to ask for advice in emergency
situations. Having a good relationship with your veterinarian gives you the ability to ask a question on a
Saturday afternoon or get a rapid response when your horses has a severe problem. We always
encourage you to ask a doctor, not Dr. Google, facebook or a friend.

First Steps: Assessing Vitals
Taking your horse’s vital signs (Temperature, Heart Rate and Respiratory Rate) are critical in an
equine emergency. Have these values handy while you’re waiting for your veterinarian to get back to
you.
Having vital signs prior to administration of medication is critical. Horse’s heart rate should be 28 to 48
beats per minute, temperature should be 98.5 to 101.5 degrees F and respiratory rate should be 12-24
breaths per minute. Be sure to have vital signs on any emergency prior to administration of any
medication.

Triage and Treatments
Depending on the emergency, a number of different things can be accomplished prior to veterinarian
arrival or with guidance. Various lacerations can be bandaged or topically treated, certain colic’s can be
walked or given anti-inflammatories etc. Again, most of these treatments are best guided by your
veterinarian directly.

Equipment for First Aid
·     Thermometer

·     Stethoscope for Heart Rate (you can also assess by taking a pulse at the transverse facial artery or
facial artery
·     Hoof Pick

·     Scissors/Bandage Scissors
·     Needle Nose Pliers/Wire Cutters

Supplies for First Aid
·     Duct Tape

·     Betadine Surgical Scrub and Alcohol
·     Aluspray (liquid aerosol bandage)
·     Topical Wound Salve or ointment

·     Medications
o  Banamine (prescription)

o  Bute (prescription)
o  Triple Antibiotic eye ointment (prescription)

o  Electrolyte paste



o  Saline/Clear Eyes
·     Bandage Material

o  Rolled cotton/standing wraps
o  4x4 Gauze Squares

o  Vet Wrap
o  Telfa Pads

o  Diaper/Maxi Pads

Colic 101: Basics for horse abdominal discomfort
Karla Lombana, DVM

Horse enthusiasts are great animal advocates, and know when their animal isn’t right. Equine distress
is assessed first by those caring for horses directly, and owners are a tremendous first defense
against disease or trauma. This article will cover some of the most common equine emergencies and
effective methods to assess and help your horse.
The most common cause of acute equine distress is abdominal discomfort, or colic. Horses will show
a range of signs, from not finishing all of their feed, to rolling and thrashing violently. There are multiple
reasons why horses will show signs of discomfort, from toxins to twisted intestines. The severity of
signs horses display does not always correspond with prognosis, and so contacting your veterinarian
is always the best starting point.

Veterinary Exam (Basics)
A field examination is essential in most cases of colic. There are a number of things to assess about
your horse that are best left to a professional. Vets usually start with a very thorough physical exam
including vitals.
Veterinarians commonly pass a nasogastric tube (a hose through the nose down into the stomach) to
check for gastric reflux. Horses cannot vomit, and so sometimes if there is a blockage or slowing of
their intestinal tract, they will have fluid building up on their stomach. If there isn’t a buildup of fluid
horses can be administered water, electrolytes, Epsom salts or mineral oil, depending on the
recommendation of the veterinarian on site.
A rectal examination in the field can also be performed, as safety allows. Many horses are good
candidates, but it can put the doctor at risk without appropriate restraint. On rectal exam your
veterinarian can feel for excess gas, inappropriate bowel placement or impactions.

Common medications to administer: Bute and Banamine
Horses commonly show signs of abdominal discomfort, and are administered medications by
veterinarians or owners. Banamine (flunixin meglumine) or bute (phenylbutazone) are often available



and administered orally when a horse shows signs of colic.
Administration of banamine or bute can be very helpful, and can often be done by an owner. Taking vital
signs prior to administration of medication is essential. Horse’s heart rate should be 28 to 48 beats
per minute, temperature should be 98.5 to 101.5 degrees F and respiratory rate should be 12-24
breaths per minute. Be sure to have vital signs on any emergency prior to administration of any
medication.
It is crucial that when using these medications the proper doses are utilized. Both banamine and bute
can cause renal disease when given to horses at high dosages or given too frequently. If a dose of
banamine does not affect a horse’s discomfort, the solution is not to give another dose right
away. Bute should be given in gram increments, and generally no more than 2 grams at one time, and
a maximum of 4 grams in a 24 hour period. Banamine typically comes in an oral dosing syringe based
off of weight and a “dose” can be administered every 12 hours. Doubling up on the medications (giving
bute and banamine in conjunction) can cause gastrointestinal problems and renal disease, and
should be avoided. If you are concerned about the dosage you are giving your horse always check with
your veterinarian before giving it.

Walking or Trailer Rides
Encouraging horses to walk is helpful in a colicing patient. Movement helps in a few ways, primarily by
stimulating gastrointestinal motility. In many cases of mild colic gas or general ileus can be a culprit,
and stimulating gastrointestinal movement via walking or trotting around can be very
helpful. Sometimes taking a horse on a trailer ride can also stimulate gut motility and can be helpful.
Walking a horse is also a convenient way to assess pain, as horses who are extremely uncomfortable
will not willingly walk, or will try to roll while in hand.  In cases where a horse cannot move freely or
stays down being seen by a veterinarian immediately is of the upmost importance.

No Poop…. NO FOOD!
As you monitor your horse be sure to remove any feed and keep them off of pasture. In many cases of
colic slowing of gastrointestinal tract or impactions are the cause for the discomfort we see in our
equine patients. Pulling feed until normal manure has passes is essential, especially when were not
entirely certain of the cause of the colic. Your horse will still be able to pass manure even if they’re held
off feed for 12-24 hours, as the normal gastrointestinal passage time is 24-48 hours. We need to be
sure manure is being passed before feeding more in case there is an impaction, as more feed will
worsen that condition.
Colicing horses should be brought back to regular feed slowly. Most horses who colic are back to
feeling better by the next day, but if they are slow to return to normal for any reason its always best to
have a veterinarian out to check them out.

Please: Don’t Try This At Home….
There are misconceptions about veterinary treatments that should not be attempted. Veterinarians can
pass a nasogastric tube through the larynx, into the esophagus and into the stomach. If there isn’t any
reflux occasionally mineral oil will be administered by the veterinarian via the tube.
Mineral oil is a treatment that should never be given by an owner because it risks aspiration, or getting
into the lungs. Horses who aspirate mineral oil die. Also, giving mineral oil to a horse with gastric reflux
could cause increasingly severe clinical signs.
Administration of various agents rectally should also be avoided. There is not a rectally administered
laxative to stimulate gastrointestinal movement, but can cause serious danger to your horses. Trauma
such as rectal tears or irritation can be very serious, often life ending complications. Old remedies,
such as kerosene or garden hose enemas should be avoided.

Take Home Message:
In conclusion, horses colic for a number of different reasons, and the most important piece is noticing
something is wrong and calling your veterinarian for guidance. Keep in mind that walking your horse
and giving some anti-inflammatory medications can be a good first step, and to avoid attempting
veterinary procedures that put you and your horse at risk.  

Construct ion has started on the NEW equine clinic!Const ruct ion has started on the NEW equine clinic!
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Do you have a topic of interest, that you would like to know more about? Email us
your ideas and we will write about them in our next Newsletter!

info@jackpotvet.com

JACKPOT VETERINARY CENTER
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