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Dental Month
20% OFF Equine Dental's

10% OFF Cat/Dog Dental's

Appointments slots are Filling up fast.
Call and schedule today!

520-999-3888

Routine dental care in your pets is a vital part of keeping them healthy!
Dentistry has come a long way in the past 10 years. Our animals are living longer and

healthier lives because of the way we care for their teeth.

Just a few things TEETH do for your pet
Chewing- the first stop in the nutrition pathway. A common cause of weight loss in pets

Gastrointestinal Disease- Impaction's can be a sign teeth are not wearing correctly

Heart Disease is linked to exuberant bacteria in cats/dogs mouths

Pain-fractured teeth, abscesses, tooth resorption are often very painful without treatment

Poor performance- unwilling to take a bit or pick up a lead

http://www.jackpotequineaz.com/


February 14th is pet theft awareness day
Pet theft is not very common but is a heartbreaking occurrence. A more common
issue is having a pet become lost. The best way to protect your pet is to have some
form of identification on your pet at all times. A common form of identification for your
pet is a pet ID tag or collar. These can be obtained at most pet stores or online and
can range from a simple metal dog bone to a very blingy hand engraved tag. No
matter how simple or fancy your ID tag is you should have some pertinent
information on the tag - Your pet’s name, your name, phone number, address
(optional). If you have recently moved or changed your phone number please check
your tag and get it updated as soon as you have your new information. ID tags and
collars can of course come off of your pet and therefore another great way of
identifying your pet is to have a microchip placed in your pet for permanent
identification. 

A microchip is a small radio-frequency identification (RFID) implant that is placed
typically under the skin of your pet between the shoulder blades. When your pet is
lost or a new pet is brought into the vet, shelter or rescue a scanner is run all over the
body of the pet to look for a microchip. The scanner activates the microchip to signal
the scanner with its unique number. The vet, shelter or rescue can then contact the
microchip company to find the owner’s contact information and return the pet
home. The only thing that will keep your microchipped pet from finding their way
home is - if you do not register your chip or if you do not update your information
(both will prevent your pet from being returned to you in a timely fashion). Microchips
are great and work perfectly if the owner has registered their chip and kept their
information up to date. Please contact your specific microchip company about their
services, but all will keep your information for life after you have purchased a
microchip for your pet even if you do not continue with any membership type
benefits. There are also many free microchip registries that you can utilize as well,
but I suggest that you contact your specific microchip company to keep your pets
information up to date. 

Other ways that a lost or stolen pet may be returned to you is by having a good
relationship with a local veterinarian. We often become very attached to many of our
patients and many have been returned to their owners just because we have
recognized them when they are brought here as lost pets. 
Make sure that you report your pet missing. Pima Animal Care Center and the
Humane Society of Southern Arizona will take reports of lost or found pets, please
make sure that you check with them as many people report found pets without
turning them in. Also make sure that you are checking Craigslist for lost and found



pets, as well as put up posters in your neighborhood of your lost pet. There are also
several online services that will fax local area veterinarians and shelters with your
pets information to help you reunite with you furry loved one. 

We offer microchipping at a very reasonable cost and it's a great way to ensure that
your pet has a permanent form of identification for life. If you have any further
questions about microchipping your pet, we would be more than happy to discuss
that with you.    

Lets Talk Conformation!

Veterinarians, trainers and owners talk about
conformation a lot. But what is it? It's simply
how your horse is put together.
Why is it so important? It's part of our
physical exam to predict future lameness,
potential for performance and overall health.
Conformation is different depending on the
breed. For example a warm-blood bred for
jumping is going to look very different then a
quarter horse used for cutting.

How Do You Evaluate Conformation?
Evaluating conformation of the limb/body is looking at them from in front, behind, both sides
and from the hoof surface. Every judge or veterinarian may do this a little different.
The head and the neck are evaluated for symmetry. The teeth and bite are looked at carefully.

What Are Common Conformation Faults?

Club Foot
A club foot can be acquired (ie.
disease, growth/nutrition...) or
congenital (present at birth). Often
this deformity can be corrected at a
young age with shoeing, nutritional
management and sometimes
surgical involvement.

Toed-In (Pigeon Toed)
Seen when one or both of the feet
are turned inward. This deformity
can often be corrected at a young age with trimming and shoeing techniques. The toed in
conformation results in a outward paddling motion when the horse is jogged and leads to
extra stress on the outside of the lower limbs.

Toed-Out (Splay-Footed)
When the hooves are faced outward. It is normal for hind legs to point slightly outward.
These horses paddle inward when jogged and more stress is placed on the inside of the
lower limb. Some of these foals will correct with growth and age, however appropriate
trimming is key. And some foals will need surgical involvement.

Carpal Valgus (Turned out at the Knees; Knock Knees)
Unsure why these deformities occur. The knees are close together. Similar to the other
deformities, exercise management, trimming/shoeing and possible surgery are treatment
options. Often this deformity will correct itself within the first 2 months of life, however your
veterinarian should be very involved throughout the foals development to make sure
corrections do not need to be made.



If a horse maintains this conformation, a lot of stress is placed on the medial aspect of the
carpi.

Carpal Varus (Medial Deviation Of The Carpus; Bow Legs)
This is the opposite of carpus valgus. The knees are far apart. This results is the stresses
being greatest on the outside of the carpus. Like carpal valgus, this deformity should be
corrected early to decrease the stresses placed on the bones, ligaments of the knees.

Palmar Deviation Of The Knee (Calf Knee)
When your horse is looked at from the side. The knee is behind the shoulder. This
conformation weakens the knee and these horses are more prone to fractures of the carpus
and radius.

Dorsal Deviation Of The Knee (Over At The Knee)
When looked at from the side the knee is in front of the line from the shoulder. These
horses often buckle forward at the knee. Splints/casts and medical management are options
at a very early age.

Base Narrow (Stands Close)
Forelimbs are close together . Usually a large chest and pectoral muscle. This conformation
can lead to ring-bone and may cause the horse to not land flat.

Base Wide (Stands Wide)
The opposite of base narrow, often in horses/breeds with smaller chest and pectoral
muscles. Ring-bone is also common in this conformation.

Offset Knees (Bench Knees)
This is when the cannon bone is outside the knee. This conformation puts stress on the

medial cannon bone and splint bone, making them more prone to medial splint bone stress
fractures.

Straight Hocks (Post
Legged)
This conformation flaw is on
the hind legs when there is a
straight line from stifle to
ground, instead of a gentle
angle at the hock. The places
stress on the hock and stifle
joints.

Large Angulation Of The Hock (Sickle Hocks)
This is also a conformation flaw of the hind legs, the cannon bone is too far under the
horse. Placing more stress on the cannon bone and ligaments in the back of the hock.

Exacerbated Lordosis (Swaybacked)
More common in older horses with long backs, Saddlebreds and broodmares. The ligament
connecting the lumbar vertebrae begins to sag, there is no treatment.

Brachygnathism (Parrot Mouth; Overbite)
The lower jaw is shorter then the upper jaw.
Normal horses have contact between the upper ad lower teeth. When the upper and lower
teeth are not aligned, horses need frequent dental adjustments to keep the mouth healthy.
Prognathism (Monkey Mouth; Underbite)
The lower jaw is longer then the upper jaw. This condition requires similar dentistry
maintenance to the above condition. Have your horses teeth checked every 6 months.

Ewe Neck
There is a concave area in front of the withers. This may be from heavier muscling below
the neck.



SUMMARY
The best medicine in preventative medicine. Your veterinarian will often evaluate

your horses conformation at pre-purchase or performance exams, in order to
predict problems that may occur in the future.

If your considering breeding, be sure to evaluate the mare and stud for these
flaws. Some of these conformation flaws can be addressed soon after birth with

less invasive treatment. A neonatal exam is always recommended.

Contact your veterinarian if you have questions or concerns about conformation.

Get Your Mares Ready for Breeding!
Its that wonderful time of year again when the rush of the new year has faded into the hopes
of a new season! We LOVE breeding season, as its full of possibilities for the next year!

Now, there are several things to consider and take care of and NOW IS THE TIME to get
started!
Mare gestation is roughly 340 days, so about 11 months. For January babies starting NOW
is important!
If you have a seasoned or a maiden (a mare who has never foaled before) mare it is
important to have a good physical examination, ultrasound and sometimes a uterine culture
and cytology performed. This gives us a good assessment of where your mare is during her
cycle, an idea about the quality of her uterus, and we can assess prognosis for pregnancy.

The breeding part depends on the stallion you select. There are plenty of stallions available
locally for live cover, or we can discuss artificial insemination with shipped semen. Many
stallions, particularly ones in active competition, are not available for live collection or fresh
shipped semen, and only offer frozen semen to breed mares.
Let us know as this will change how your mare will need to be managed for breeding.

Here are a few quick steps to get started if you’re interested in breeding your mare
for a 2019 foal!
1) Call us to schedule an appointment for ultrasound, physical exam and potential culture.
Our doctors can advise specifics of what you may need depending on your desired
breeding situation.

2) Decide on the stallion and confirm the requirements they may have. Many stallion farms
and services require cultures and workups, so be sure you get your contracts together.



3) Watch your mares heat cycles to help us optimize breeding.

Don’t hesitate to contact us with questions directly about your breeding outlook!

Do you have a topic of interest, that you would like to know more about?
Email us your ideas and we will write about them in our next Newsletter. 
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