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Do you have a topic of interest, that you would like to know more about? Email us
your ideas and we will write about them in our next Newsletter!

info@jackpotvet.com

Have a trip planned for the
summer?

Looking for a place to care for
your Dog/Cat while out of

town?

Come in for a tour of our
facility

6745 N La Canada Dr.
Tucson AZ 85704

520-999-3888

The Fourth of July is almost upon us, and with that comes BBQ’s, family fun, ice
cream and fun frozen treats and Fireworks!!! But any one of those things can lead to
trouble in your pets. The biggest issue that we often have is anxiety and stress with

http://www.jackpotequineaz.com/


Fireworks and subsequently thunderstorms. Here are some tips to help keep your pet
safe!

First and foremost keep your pet indoors, yards can be broken out of easily and your
pet will be much more contained in the house than in the yard. It will also cut down on
some of the noise and be a comforting environment for your pet.
If they have a favorite space make sure that space is available to them. Many pets like
to hide in closets or in their kennels. Do not lock them in unusual places that may
cause more anxiety. Dog Appeasing Pheromone sprays and collars can be used to
help reduce anxiety a little, and you can spray them in their favorite spot as they are
lying there. You can also get a pheromone collar or use the spray on a bandana placed
loosely around the neck. Thunder-shirts are also a great help in these situations. The
shirt acts like a tight hug and helps to reduce anxiety. 
You can also play some calming music to help your pet. Classical, soft rock and
reggae have all been studied and have a slight calming effect on your pet. Having
some music playing softly in the background may help drown out some of the noise
from fireworks or storms. 

In some cases even these helpful tricks don’t work and your pets may need some
medication to help them to be more relaxed and have less anxiety. There are many
medication options available for our pets, and require a current exam for these
prescription medications. Please let us know if we can help your pet have a less
stressful Fourth of July!   

EIPH (Exercise Induced Pulmonary Hemorrhage) AKA Bleeders



Has a direct impact on the performance of your horse. It's most common in
horses that perform strenuous activity for short periods of time. Nose bleeds are
only seen in a small percentage of horses that have EIPH.

How does it occur: High pulmonary vascular pressure during intense work. This
increase in pressure causes thickening of the vessel walls and therefore
narrowing of the airway near the pulmonary capillaries.

How is it diagnosed: Respiratory Endoscopy (a camera is passed into the
airway) 30-90min after exercise is the best diagnostic tool. However, obtaining
samples from the lower airway by lavaging can also lead to a diagnosis.

If you horse has had a decline in performance, EIPH could be a culprit and should
be discussed with your veterinarian.  

RAO (Recurrent Airway Obstruction)
or Heaves

Also impacts your horses performance.
Common clinical signs include; chronic cough,
nasal discharge, respiratory difficulty.  12% of
horses will have lower airway inflammation
because of allergies. Clinical signs tend to get
worse when horses are in enclosed stalls with
bedding and fed hay. These horses commonly
cough when exercised or eating.

What is a heave line- enlargement/thickening of the abdominal muscles from
increased respiration effort.

Diagnostics: On physical exam wheezes or crackles may be heard. Diagnosing
the disease is based around a good history and ruling out anything infectious
(parasite, bacterial and viral).

Treatment: Reduce the allergens in the horses environment. A variety of
medications can be used to manage the disease including but not limited to;
NSAID’s, Steroids and Bronchodilators.

Endoscope view of the Bronchi!

Guttural Pouches



What is the Guttural pouch? These structures are present in only a few animals.
This is a hallow sac below both ears. There is a small opening into each guttural
pouch behind the mouth(pharynx). The guttural pouches contain many crucial
nerves, vessels and small fragile bone.

These important nerves that run through the guttural pouch can be the cause for
abnormal swallowing, breathing, facial expression and head position.

How are the guttural pouches evaluated? Endoscopy (camera) into the pharynx
and through the guttural pouch openings allow a unique view of all the vital
structures. The guttural pouches can be evaluated for infection, inflammation and
trauma.

Common diseases of Guttural Pouch

Empyema- bacterial infection, normally strangles will lead to inflammation the
presence of thick pus or hardened pus (chondroids). Medical management with
flushing can help but often surgery is required.

Mycosis- fungal infection of the lining in the guttural pouch. This can cause
damage to the nerves and vessels. Hemorrhage can be fatal.

Tympany- seen in foals shortly after birth, the guttural pouch fills with trapped air.
Surgical involvement to create a new escape route for the air is necessary.

Temporohyoid Osteoarthropathy- This is caused by an infection of the middle ear
that eventually causes the stylohyoid bone to become brittle and fracture.
Thickening of healed fractured stylohyoid bones places pressure on the nerves
and leads to abnormal clinical signs/neurological signs, including head tilt, in-
coordination, drooping ear or eyelids.

              Tangent: What is the purpose of the Stylo-hyoid bone? It is one of many
small delicate bones make up the hypoid apparatus; responsible for movements
of the tongue and pharynx. 

Endoscopic view of the Guttural pouch



Construct ion has started on the NEW equine clinic!Const ruct ion has started on the NEW equine clinic!

June 2018 April 2019

Anatomy of the Equine Eye
The eye sits in a bony recess of the skull known as
the orbit. The Orbit contains muscle, nerves, blood
vessels and glands. The white part of the eye is the
Sclera. The clear layer over the middle of the eye is
the cornea. The Iris is the colored part of the eye,
made of tiny muscles that allow more or less light
in. The Pupil is the black area in the middle of the
eye that gets wider or smaller depending on the
movements of the Iris.

Corpus Nigra “Black Bodies” are adhered to the
iris, Theory is they may shade the back part of the
eye from light.

The Lens is a marble like structure that changes
shape to focus light to the back of the eye. The
Retina is made of cells that sense the light and
transmit the information to the optic nerve via electrical impulse. These impulses
are carried to the brain by the optic nerve.
Horses have three eyelids. The third eyelid extends up to protect the eye from
scratches.

The eye must stay moist to function properly. The lacrimal gland and mucus
glands make tears. There are ducts at the corner of upper and lower lid that allow
for drainage of the tears.

Horses can get many of the same eye diseases as people; cataracts, glaucoma,
ulcers, neoplasia, clogged tear ducts, uveitis, Blindness, etc…
Horses rely heavily on their eye sight to evaluate their surroundings. They can see
in approx. 340 degree arc of their peripheral vision. There is a small blind spot
directly in front of them and directly behind them. The eye is constantly changing,
adjusting the amount of light getting int and focusing on objects near and far.



Horses can see better at night because of a structure in the back of the eye that
reflects light “Tapetum Lucidum”

Horses have limited color vision compared to us.

Because of the placement of their eyes, they are prone to eye injury during the
flight response. Eye injuries can be very serious, and your veterinarian should be
contacted immediately.
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