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Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!
2018 has been an exciting year! With the completion of our facility in 2019, we cant wait

to see you at our Grand Opening and Client Education days.

Grand Opening- April 6th 2019Grand Opening- April 6th 2019

Have you visited our website yet? There are a number of fun images,
information on our staff as well as valuable information written directly by our

doctors
(under “More” and “Client Education”).

If you have a moment take a peek and read all about us!

Visit our website

Boarding Stress
By Sherry Neisser

Traveling can be very stressful for everyone. You must pack for yourself, your kids, and
your pets. When planning to board your dogs or cats; you have to figure out the best
place to take your pets, do the research on the facility, and plan the drop off. While you
are doing all of this you sometimes forget how stressful this process is for your

http://www.jackpotequineaz.com/
http://www.jackpotvet.com


pet. Boarding for our four-legged family members can throw their digestive system into a
knot. They will be at a new place with new faces, new smells and new sounds. This stress
can cause some dogs to get upset stomachs which can cause vomiting and diarrhea.
Diarrhea can occur hours after the animals are dropped off for boarding, or days into
their stay. Here at Jackpot we keep an eye on this and if the diarrhea gets bad we call
the doctor and have the dog or cat examined. We usually offer probiotics to start and
then if that doesn’t work we will add in medications. All of this will be talked about with the
owner before we do any treatments.

When taking dogs home it is suggested to withhold food and water for a few hours to
prevent the dog from scarfing down the food or drinking all the water. They don’t always
eat well when boarded so when they see their food in the “comfortable” location they will
sometimes gorge themselves to try to catch up on food they missed. Diarrhea and
vomiting can also occur after they get home from boarding due to excitement of seeing
their owners and finally relaxing. The misconception is that your dog “picked up a bug”
while staying at a facility. Usually the upset stomach is because of all the changes that
happened so quickly. Most boarding facilities clean multiple times a day and bugs are
rarely passed. Cleanliness is OUR top priority! If your animal goes home with diarrhea
please call us, or your veterinarian, so you can get some probiotics and/or medication to
get them back on track quickly. Bland diets are also a great way to calm their
stomachs. Plain rice and boiled chicken with no spices or flavors is a great way to go.
Always call your veterinarian with any questions you may have.

Dental Disease in Dogs and Cats
by Dr. Lauren Thomas

Did you know that dog and cat teeth are just like
ours. No, not the same shape, but essentially the same
underlying structure. Their teeth are brachydont teeth
just like ours, and have the same basic structure. They
have baby teeth that start to fall out around 4-6 months
of age. They have a set of adult teeth that only come in
once. If they develop severe dental disease or if any
teeth are removed or fall out they are gone forever.
Therefore dogs and cats can get periodontal disease
just like us. 

In the last 20 years numerous studies have proven the connection between dental health
and heart disease, kidney disease and generalized health. It is vitally important to help
our pets keep their teeth clean. 

Have you ever tried to brush your pet’s teeth? Were you able to brush on the inside of
their teeth and how much did you see? Have you tried to floss their teeth? Brushing all
surfaces of our teeth and flossing are things that we do to keep our teeth clean but doing
a thorough job in our pets can be quite difficult, if not next to impossible in the 5 pound
Chihuahua. 



Imagine this: not brushing your teeth at all, no flossing and not using mouthwash for a
week, a month or a year. Our breath would smell, our gums would start to bleed, our
teeth would become coated in thick stinky tartar and we may start to have loose teeth,
have teeth fall out or get an infection.

Fortunately we have the ability to provide a dental cleaning and assessment for your pet
just like a dentist will do for us. We can remove the tartar from their teeth using an
ultrasonic scaler, which gets the teeth cleaner than hand scaling alone. We can take
dental x-rays so that we can see if there is bone loss, infection or cracked teeth where
we cannot see. Many painful mouth issues can be fixed by our doctors who have years of
experience and extra training with veterinary dental specialists.

We have helped hundreds of pets live a healthier and happier life by fixing their teeth
problems. Almost every owner has reported that their pets eat better, they are more
energetic, they play more and are acting like a pet 5 years younger. This happens time
and time again. Don’t wait to have these problems taken care of, the worse the disease
gets the more pain and infection may be present. During every exam your pet will receive
a dental evaluation and we can discuss at that time if a dental cleaning and treatment
are necessary. We are here to improve the health of every pet in any way that we can
and dental health is a major component of a healthy pet. Bring your pet in today for a
dental health evaluation.

Schedule your dental today

Dog/Cat Dental Special 15% OFF

Only during the month of February. Appointment fill up fast.
Please schedule ASAP.

Horseshoeing Part 2
by Dr. Lindsey Smogor

What is important to look for in your
horses feet? Balance!

Balance seems like and easy
concept, but is actually very
complicated and a common cause
of equine lameness. Many factors effect balance, conformation, trim, shoe fit, injury
etc...Ideally the foot would strike the ground evenly on the load bearing surfaces.

Evaluating Balance is a skill that takes practice to acquire. It involves observing the foot
in different ways; standing (bearing weight, solar surface, dorsal surface, palmar surface)
and during movement (walk or trot).

Often radiographs are very helpful when there is chronic imbalance or lameness
suspected from an imbalance.

Correcting Imbalance often takes multiple shoeings and a skilled farrier
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Medial-Lateral Balance- Refers to the inside and outside of each foot. This is
evaluated with both the foot on the ground and with the foot picked up. The way a
foot is held can change the way the balance appears. Balance is not symmetry, a
balanced foot does not have to be identical from side to side.

Hoof Pastern Alignment- This refers to the alignment of the last three bones in the
horses limb (P1, P2 and P3). For some time hoof gauges were used to measure
the angle from the dorsal hoof wall to the ground and Fore-feet were to be
trimmed to measure between 45-50 degrees and hind limbs between 50-55
degrees. However depending on how the horse grows toe and heel it may be
difficult to achieve a parallel hoof pastern axis.

Dorsal-Palmer Balance- The relationship between the dorsal hoof wall to the heel.
Considering the center of articulation and where it lies between these points. The
angle at which these two structures are with each other.

These are only three of the ways balance is evaluated, there are others. When you see
your farrier take a moment to look over your horses foot, these are only a few things they
are assessing.

Equine Dental Exams and Floating

Routine “floating” of horses teeth is essential to their overall wellness and longevity.
Teeth should be checked every 6 to 12 months by a veterinarian to recommend
treatment or confirm that no float is necessary.

The molars and premolars of the horse are commonly referred to as “cheek teeth” as
they line the cheeks. These teeth constantly “erupt” making them known as hypsodont
teeth. As they “grow” the teeth grind against each other as hay and forage materials are
ground up and swallowed by the horse. 
Maxillary teeth, or the upper teeth, sit just a bit wider to the mandibular or lower teeth.
Over the course of time the cheek side (lingual) of the maxillary teeth and tongue side
(buccal) side of the lower teeth develop sharp enamel points due to lack of opposing
contact naturally. These points can become very sharp and eventually create ulcers
along soft tissue cheek and tongue surfaces, as well as impede normal chewing motion.

Other abnormalities in horses mouths stem from inappropriate confirmation or problems
that can be mechanically corrected. These usually affect the actual grinding surface of
the teeth, such as hooks, ramps, waves etc. 
Routine sedated dentistry is essential to wellness and long term health of your horses.
The equine veterinarians at Jackpot Veterinary Center recommend annual to biannual
float, where we administer sedation, open the mouth using a speculum for full
examination, and float (or level) abnormal structures. If you have any questions
specifically regarding the procedure do not hesitate to reach out to us directly.



Schedule your Dental Float

Equine Dental Special 20% OFF

Only during the month of February. Appointment fill up fast.
Please schedule ASAP.

Construct ion has started on the NEW equine clinic!Const ruct ion has started on the NEW equine clinic!

December 2018 -------------------------------------April 2019

Grand Opening April 6th 2019!Grand Opening April 6th 2019!
Save  the  Date  & Much more  info to come!Save  the  Date  & Much more  info to come!
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Do you have a topic of interest, that you would like to know more about? Email us
your ideas and we will write about them in our next Newsletter!

info@jackpotvet.com

JACKPOT VETERINARY CENTER

Jackpotvet.com * Info@Jackpotvet.com
6745 N La Canada Dr. Tucson, AZ 85704

Phone: 520-999-3888
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