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Wishing You & Your family a Happy Holiday!

Holiday Hours: Closed December 25th, 26th & January 1st
Open 24 hours for your Equine Emergencies

December 26th available for pick ups drop offs for Dog/Cat Boarding

Increase in Sand Colic Last Month

Our equine doctors have seen a rise in colic cases
this past month with the weather changes. This time
of year, with suddenly cool nights, we tend to see
an increase in colic.

Colic is one of the most common equine
emergencies, and can vary from mild clinical signs
(such as inappetence and laying down) to serious
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complications. In some cases surgery is even
necessary.

There are many reasons why horses colic, but sand is one of the largest problems
we see in Southern Arizona. Sand colic is especially challenging as it is impossible
to quantify the amount of sand in a horse’s colon from field examination alone. In
order to know how much sand is inside your horse an abdominal X-Ray is needed,
which requires referral to a specialty center. It depends on how much sand there
is, and how effectively your horse is able to pass it, as to how they can recover.

As always, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure! Keeping your horses
hay and feed material off of the ground is critical! Feeding psyllium routinely is also
important. We recommend seven consecutive days each month!

In most cases horses will improve from sand colic with field treatment, so be sure
to notify us immediately for ANY signs of colic! 

Holiday Mishaps to avoid for your Cat and Dog!
It’s the most wonderful time of the year until you have to take “Fiffy” or “Ranger” to the
emergency clinic on Christmas Day. Here are some things to avoid that may help you stay
out of the ER this holiday season.

Food - table scraps are yummy but too much of a good thing can cause severe vomiting,
diarrhea or even deadly pancreatitis. Just say NO! Specific toxicities in pets are caused by
chocolate, grapes, onions, garlic, and raisins and if ingested do not wait until they show
signs go see the vet ASAP.

Watch out for food wrapped gifts - dogs especially have a great sense of smell, they are
likely to chomp into that package, wrapping and all. 

String foreign bodies can occur readily in pets (especially cats) when they eat tinsel, ribbon
and shredded bows. Removal involves expensive and invasive surgery, be careful!
Watch out for glass ornaments on trees getting knocked off and broken. Also watch out for
all the extra electric cords, they can cause a real shock.

Make sure to use plain water on your Christmas tree, anything that is not advertised as pet
safe may be a problem if your cat or dog likes to drink from the tree.
Poinsettias are not all that toxic but can cause vomiting and diarrhea, what causes more
toxicity is mistletoe, a fake one is all you need for some smooching this season! 
Happy and Safe Holidays to you and your pets!



Highlighted Disease of the Month

EOTRH (Equine Odontoclastic Tooth Resorption & Hypercementosis)

This topic was researched by Emily Wiegmann (Equine Veterinary Assistant). Here is a brief
summary of her findings. A lot has changed in how we think about our horses teeth over the

past 20years. Dental health is a key part to keeping our horses happy and healthy.
Diseases like EOTRH are not new, but are recognized more often, because our horses are

living longer & getting more dental exams.

People and cats can get a similar dental disease to EOTRH. The disease causes tooth
resorption at the root, often leading to loose and infected teeth. In some cases

hypercementosis occurs, an extra build up of calcified tissue around the tooth root. This is
a painful disease and often owners notice their horses behavior has changed before their

are any other clinical signs.

What is the cause?
No conclusive answer. However Dr. Ann Pearson a local equine veterinarian has theorized
decrease grazing time and less chewing(mastication) may be factors. Other factors include
metabolic diseases (EMS, Cushings), Age, breed and excessive dentistry of the incisors.

Diagnosis
Physical Exam, Dental Exam and Dental Radiographs

Treatment
Often removing the painful and/or infected teeth can make the horse much more comfortable

and in some cases stop the disease from spreading between teeth.
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Leaving town for the holidays & looking for a place to board your pets?
Come take a tour of our facility.

Get 1 FREE Night of Boarding!

We’re so confident that you will LOVE our Boarding Facility, that we are giving you a
chance to try us for FREE!

Just mention this ad when making your dog and/or cat boarding reservation, and the
first night is free! Limit one per pet.

Valid through December 31st, 2017.



Do you have a topic of interest, that you would like to know more about?
Email us your ideas and we will write about them in our next Newsletter. 
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