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Chance to win a drawing every month, just review us on-line at Yelp, Google or BBB.

Congratulations: Mic heal Jo rdanCongratulations: Mic heal Jo rdan

The Jackpot Family is Growing!

Please welcome Dr. Lauren Thomas DVM, cVMA (Small Animal Veterinarian)
 and Taryn Crouse CVT (Kennel Manager)

We are ecstatic to have Dr. Thomas join our team September 11th, 2017. Her
passion and knowledge of veterinary medicine is the perfect fit for the NEW

small animal clinic. 

Dr. Lauren Thomas DVM,cVMA 
Dr. Lauren Thomas is a Tucson native, growing up in the Marana area, and was exposed to
a large variety of animals from a young age.  At first mostly growing up with the various cats

and dogs, she joined a local 4-H club and started raising, breeding and showing rabbits,
which led to goats and then eventually horses.  After graduating from Marana High School,
Dr. Thomas attended the University of Arizona – Go Cats!!, and obtained her Bachelors of
Science in Microbiology.  She was fortunate to get accepted and to attend Colorado State

University and graduated with her Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine in 2008.  

Dr. Thomas relocated to Flagstaff, AZ and started in a mixed animal practice where she could
continue to see the wide variety of animals that she loves.  After 2 years in the cold northern

http://www.jackpotequineaz.com/


country, she decided it was time to move back home to the desert she loves.  Not finding a
compatible mixed animal practice in Tucson, Dr. Thomas entered into a small animal practice
serving cats, dogs and ferrets.  She has been practicing small animal medicine for the past 7

years and is very passionate about providing the best care to all her patients.  

Dr. Thomas is also a Certified Veterinary Medical Acupuncturist and loves to combine the
arts of alternative medicine with traditional western medicine to help the whole patient.  She
became certified through the CSU acupuncture program in 2008 and has been practicing

this form of Traditional Chinese Medicine with great success for the past 9 years. 

Currently Dr. Thomas is pursuing becoming a Diplomate of the American Board of
Veterinary Practitioners.  The requirements for certification require extensive research and a
write up of two medical cases demonstrating specialist level skills and knowledge, as well as
complete a rigorous examination to test such knowledge.  She is embarking on this journey
to show her dedication to excellence in Veterinary Medicine.  Dr. Thomas enjoys all parts of

veterinary medicine, including internal medicine, surgery, dental surgery and radiology,
wellness and preventive medicine and more.  

Dr. Thomas is very excited about the opportunity to join Dr. Smogor and Dr. Lombana in
their dream of creating a veterinary center that is centered on patient care and close

relationships with their owners. 

Outside of work Dr. Thomas is very busy with a wonderful loving husband, 3 great kids, 5
dogs, 2 cats, 2 horses and a box turtle.  Even with all that she can still find time to read a

great novel or get in a desert hike or trail ride.   

The Dog and Cat Boarding Facility opens September 1st, 2017. Taryn has been
introducing herself to previous Animal Inn Clients over the past several weeks.
 Her love and care for all pets will fill the recently renovated boarding facility!

Please come meet her in person and get a tour.

Taryn Crouse, CVT
Taryn CrouseTaryn grew up in Flagstaff, AZ. She always knew she wanted to work with
animals, and has an avid interest in veterinary medicine and animal behavior. She moved

around a lot after high school, finally making a home in Tucson, where she met her
husband, Micheal.

She has just graduated from Pima Community College with an Associate’s of Science-
Veterinary Technology Degree. She loves to spend her time reading, watching crime shows,

and singing and dancing like nobody’s watching!
-As the Kennel Manager at Jackpot, her goal is to make the boarding facility into your pet’s

home away from home, and care for them as if they were members of her own pack (which
includes five dogs and a cat). 

Dog & Cat Resort- Renovations



-Kennel Talk-
At Jackpot, we are making big changes, including opening our Boarding Facility on

September 1st! Our newly remodeled boarding kennels will be your pets’ "home away
from home". We are excited to be offering many treats and accessories to upgrade your

pets’ stay. From cots and Kong's, to dental chews and frozen treats, we have something to
please even the pickiest of pets.

Our Boarding Manager, Taryn, is a fully Certified Veterinary Technician. This ensures
your pet will be receiving the best care from an attentive and knowledgeable staff,
putting your mind at ease. Feel free to come in for a tour through our dog and cat
kennels, bathing facility, and intake area. If you like what you see, we are currently

accepting reservations!

St r angl es St r angl es 
Streptococcus equi equi

What is it?  
A bacterial disease, that most commonly

infects the upper-respiratory system but can
also infect the GI,abdomen or Thorax. 

Where does it come from?
This bacteria is transmitted from horse to

horse and can live in the soil.  

What are the clinical signs?
Fever, usually preceding other clinical signs

by 24-48 hoursswollen lymph nodes. +/-
abscessation Mucopurulent nasal

dischargePharyngitisDysphagiaUpper
airway noise

How long will it take for your horse to
get it after exposure?

3-14days

Treatment: 
Contact your veterinarian, each case is

unique and management may be different
depending on clinical signs. 



Most treatments are based around
symptomatic care and monitoring clinical

signs.

Equine Al l ergi esEquine Al l ergi es
Environmental allergens were discussed as being a common cause of persistent itchiness.

During the summer months in particular we see many horses who become extremely
bothered with a combination of the heat, sweat as well as the increased insects in the

environment. In general starting horses on a baseline antihistamine is usually enough to
keep most of allergies at bay, except for peak monsoon or high heat season. Sometimes we
have to administer steroids (such as Dexamethasone) in order to bring down acute hives or

decrease itchiness in our equine patients in areas of high allergen levels. We like to avoid
steroids whenever possible as the side effects are numerous, but most notably laminitis.   
Horses who have long histories of allergies, hives or itchiness may benefit from referral to

a dermatologist for skin testing and sensitization injections. Allergic skin testing and
subsequent allergy shots in horses are very effective, and much more effective than serum

testing. If this is desired we are happy to make recommendation for referral to a specialty
center.

Treatment Options:
1) Antihistamines

2) Cool clean baths and good protectant from flies, gnats and mosquitos is often very
helpful. We recommend either bathing with a calming shampoo or no product at all, and
simply allowing the water to run off of them until clear. Cool, clean baths are often very
effective at removing topical allergens or sweat that will complicate allergic cases

3) Omega 3 Supplementation

4) Consider administration of Platinum Performance Skin and Allergy supplement. 

5) Areas of distinct hair loss or raw skin should be treated topically as well with a product
such as Wound Salve or Habronema Creme to decrease itchiness, promote healing and
repel flies.

5) Occasionally a systemic steroid is often required, continue to monitor Andy's progress
and keep us updated.

6) Antigen Skin Testing and/or referral to a dermatologist



Deworming Protocols for your horse(s)

How often and what to deworm with depends on the area your horse is located in.  The
warm weather in Tucson decreases the parasite load in our horses compared to wet and

cool climates.  However we have our fair share of parasites to worry about. 



Because of resistance to deworming products the recommendations have changed in recent
years.

Our recommendation is to; deworm in the Fall and Spring alternating products. Every quarter
we recommend bringing a fecal sample into the clinic to make sure we are addressing any

additional parasites and our protocol is effective.

Fall Products: Pyrantel Pamoate or Fenbendazole
Spring Products: Ivermectin + Praziquantel or Moxidectin+Praziquantel

Do you have an equine topic of interest, that you would like to
know more about? Email us your ideas and we will write about

them in our next Newsletter.  
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